
Swindon’s Back Garden
‘Back Garden’  is voluntary residents’ forum, free of any political affiliation, established under Swindon Borough Council’s ‘Connecting People–
Connecting Places’ initiative. Back Garden will provide information and advice to residents of the northern edge of Old Town – Cross Street, 
Dover Street, Edmund Street, Prospect Hill, Prospect Place, Rolleston Street, South Street, Stanley Street, Swindon Road, North Street, Union 
Street, Warwick Road and Western Street. ‘Back Garden’ will usually operate via its blog, Facebook site and Talk Swindon. 

August 2010                          http://swindonbackgarden.wordpress.com/                                                              swindonbackgarden@yahoo.co.uk

Back Garden contacts 
Blog swindonbackgarden.
wordpress.com
Email swindonbackgarden@
yahoo.co.uk 
Letters to Swindon Back 
Garden c/o The Beehive, 55 
Prospect Hill, Swindon SN1 
3JS

Street Reps 
Prospect Hill – Toby Robson 
sambucha_tobias@hotmail.com 

Western Street – Scott Tarbet 
scott@starbet.orangehome.
co.uk 

Cross Street – Mike 
Cullingford m.cullingford@
ntlworld.com 

Blog editor
Peter Green peter@castra.org.
uk Prospect Hill

Swindon Borough 
Council 
Customer Services 
customerservices@swindon.
gov.uk

Swindon Borough Council 
Street Smart streetsmart@
swindon.gov.uk

Police
Phone – non–emergency 
0845 408 7000 
lawnwalcotwestandoldtown-
npt @wiltshire.pn 
police.uk

The Back garden will 
not normally print 
newsletters. Please visit 
our blog and use it to 
comment about the things 
that matter to you and 
keep in touch with our 
progress.

Welcome to the Back Garden
‘Swindon’s Back Garden’ is a 
voluntary network that provides 
access to information about living in 
the area between Eastcott Hill and 
Victoria Hill and between the top and 
bottom of Old Town Hill.

By sharing news of the good and bad 
things that affect our lives we hope 
to make it easier for residents to 
see how their concerns are mirrored 
in the surrounding streets. And 
if action is required, how results 
can be maximised by spreading  
the effort, whether by Swindon 
Borough Council, the utilities, the 
Police, emergency services, other 
community groups or local media.

Swindon ‘Back Garden’ operates 
via electronic media at our blog 
swindonbackgarden.wordpress.
com, and on Facebook (search for   
Swindon’s Back Garden) and Talk 
Swindon.

‘Back Garden’  welcome offers of 
help of any kind. 

‘Swindon’s Back Garden’ is 
independent. It receives no funding 
support from any organisation. It 
operates with support in kind from 
residents.

Street reps needed
If you would like to be part of Back 
Garden please get in touch. Street 
reps ensure that the issues we 
concentrate on are those that affect 
your street and that everyone’s 
concerns get an equal voice. Email 
swindonbackgarden@yahoo.co.uk 
if you are willing to join the Street 
Reps listed on the left.

Things that could be better
Currently the old college  is 
being looted and vandalised. The 
redevelopment of the site carries with 
it a great deal of  uncertainty over 
more late night noise and vandalism, 
if its bars and restaurents are added 
to the existing pedestrian route from 
Fleet Street to Old Town.

Back Garden is pushing for action at 
an early stage of the redevelopment 
to prevent it having a negative effect 
on the area. You can find more 
about the plans for the site on Back 
Garden’s blog, where you can also 
make your views known.

Fly–tipping continues to be a 
health risk and creates eye sores. 
Your reports to the Council’s waste 
department can help get this problem 
under control.

The Back Garden is used by some 
drivers, often of large vehicles, as 
a through route. The Council have 
agreed on action for Prospect Hill, 
but we suspect the problem affects 
Cross Street and Western Street and 
maybe other roads. Please visit the 
blog and add your thoughts to the 
section on Traffic.

But there are good things too
Brass Bands in Town Gardens, the 
Mela on our doorstep, and a friendly 
community with easy access to the 
Town Centre and Old Town shops, 
makes the Back Garden a great 
place to live.

Take our poll
What’s good and what’s bad 
about living here? Take the poll at  
swindonbackgarden.wordpress.com/
tell-us-your-concerns/.

Top: The good things of the Back 
Garden - a mediterranean blue sky 
over Western Street. A palm tree in 
the foreground? There are times when, 
despite its closeness to busy roads and 
the Town Centre, you can imagine you 
are in a village in the countryside.

Bottom: One of the bad things, 
fly–tipping continues to disfigure parts 
of the Back Garden.

Residents forum


